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ISLE OF ANGLESEY COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING: Standards Committee
DATE: 11" June 2014
TITLE: Training Sessions for Town and Community

Councils on the Code of Conduct

REPORT BY: Awena Parry, Solicitor (Corporate Governance)

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To receive further instructions from the Standards
Committee

CONTACT OFFICER: Awena Parry Solicitor (Corporate Governance)
Ext 2563

1. Introduction and Background

The role of the Standards Committee is to promote and maintain high standards of
conduct amongst members and assist them to comply with the Code of Conduct. A great
deal of emphasis is placed on training members and, as you know, further training

sessions were arranged in September 2013 specifically for town and community councils.

This report provides:- (i) a review of the responses received to the three letters sent to
those Councils which did not send their full allocation of members to the training; (ii)
discussion on the next training session to be provided by the Monitoring Officer, and (iii)

any suggested issues/topics which could be covered in this session.

2. Responses to letters sent out

As discussed in the last two Standards Committee meetings, three letters were sent to the
town and community councils after the training sessions were held in 2013. Letter 1 was
sent to those who filed all three allocations, letter 2 was sent to those which sent one or
two members, and letter 3 was sent to those who sent no members to the training
sessions. Enclosure 1 includes a table of the responses that we have received to those
letters to date along with the preferred dates we have been given for further training, and

any comments received by Community Councils on the training itself.
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Enclosure 1 also includes a list of all town and community councils which have not
responded to our letter to date.

Please note that we understand that the town and community councils at Llanfair,
Penmynydd and Star are arranging their own training which is to be conducted by
Councillor John Roberts and Councillor Meirion Jones.

From Enclosure 1 it would appear that there is an initial lack of support for this training as

we are still awaiting responses from several community councils at this stage.

We do however propose to continue with this training on the morning and/or afternoon of
the 29" or 30" September 2014. It is unlikely that we will need the further 2 sessions
given the lack of responses received to date.

3. Suggestions for training

We are of the opinion that the training sessions for clerks will need to be focused on the
advice they give their members on the Code. It would be helpful if you could provide
some feedback as to what topics it would be worth covering during the sessions. Our
thoughts are as follows:-

(i) Main requirements of the Code, especially declarations of interest.

(i) Current flashpoints within community councils which sometimes lead to conflict and
complaints.

(iii) The Code; complaints procedure and roles and responsibilities.

(iv) Group discussion on code of conduct scenarios and a discussion around what the
clerks think would be the best resolution to those scenarios:

(v) Discussion on relevant cases which have taken place in front of the Adjudication
Panel for Wales and the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales, particularly those
concerning community councils:

(vi) an opportunity for networking and questions.

We do not propose that it will be necessary for Standards Committee Members to attend
(having already received this training)_but the Chair and Vice Chair may wish to facilitate

an introduction?
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Recommendations

To advise officers of suggested topics that you believe it would be useful for the Clerks to
be trained on.
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